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(54) SEMICONDUCTOR LASER DRIVE CIRCUIT 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a semiconductor 
laser drive circuit which can improve the drive of a high- 
resistance semiconductor laser such as a GaN 
semiconductor laser. 

SOLUTION: This semiconductor laser drive circuit 100 
has a buffer circuit 40 which shapes the waveforms of 
input signals S4 to S7, a level shift circuit 50 which 
shifts the levels of output signals S4A to S7A of the 
buffer circuit 40, a switch circuit 60 which controls and 
outputs the signal levels of output signals S4B to S7B of 
the level shift circuit 50 according to switching control 
signals S3 and S8, a composing circuit 30 which puts 
together output signals S61 and S62 of the switching 
circuit 60, and a source follower 4, which supplies 
electric power to the high-resistance semiconductor 
laser 3 according to the output signal of the composing 
circuit 30. The high-resistance semiconductor laser 3 is, 
for example, a GaN-based semiconductor laser which 
emits violet laser light. 
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(57) [Sfi] 

^5/7rlUB4 OotU^ff-^-S 4 A — S 7 A&\"<jVi/ 
7ht5i/^7HIIB5 0i:, ^-f^fSMffS 
3, S 8iZ&<5\,*Xl<"<Sl'is7 MUSS 5 0(DmJ3l§-%-S 

4B-s i BcDm^^^^mnv.xm^i-r^^^ 

H1SS6 0 t, *4 y^|HliS6 0(Dttl^7«-S-S 6 1 , S6 
2 Sr-g-fiRi- Swings 30^ ^Ulte 3 0 ^m>Mf 
S c^S<5^TiS®ta^*u— if 3lz«K«rflW&-r5 
y-^7*n!7 4tS:tt5o iSffifet^* if 3 
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1 

ifmmm&xhox, 
«b«a»flr*sr*j*-r5«9»iii»t , 

m 2 <z> A*«**5 J: tf* 2 * >f y ^*J»«^ m& * 
SfflB«l*3J:t^*2^^>r ;y^0K^tB^ff^£^b 

m l coS&^-=e— Ktf>»£fcffiE5e«EE«*£fltfESB 1 <o 

2 if KtblUS&o 

U 

iflEtbSSg. 

[1**315] StrE*«llllSfcWIB^IllBSfc^lBJw««fc 

^fc-tzm^m 4 e«<b**# if jKnmis. 

Jisis7 hUTWiaj(S2<DA*«-9"S:^fiS;i-SJB2<73U'-< 
;i^y7 hIHSS^Sr$ b^^3If *« 2Efc<^^{fc^' 
-ifIE»)tH]^g 0 
[»*Jg7] WIE*1 *3±V*2^U"<^^7 MUSS?} 



12 0 0 1 -3 6 1 8 6 (P 2 0 0 1 -3 6 1 8 6A) 

2 

^ISISIIIK 6 If* 1 ! 6 Ett<a¥*# if eftm 

uxwiB* 4 <DAfim^&£.f&-tz>m 2 (ommrn 

m&h&tsh t^-T * W*« 6 E*^** if Bib 

xmmmm.^m^^-^^mmmj±^m^-r^mmM 

«ftE«KIIl*5i±* WE««l3B^fW»«#a s ^ 

[w#*ii 0] Mfiaffiffi^^*^^-if^^Am«c^^ 

&fc:#-*-*MI*5I 1 EfW^Wtti'— iPttftEll&o 
zg# \s— ifT-fc!9, 

if C1BIK. 

iit*isi 2] mmtt^wfr^-^^mm^z^wfo^ 

Ktt»J»«-S-Sr*j*i-*»J»ElBS t , 
MBK»ffl»«-§-fca£<H SfrEiS^St*** u--if * 

ME<Sffi*-f ^^^^ffi»*^tWE*»^W* 
u-if fc^«tt^^^S^fc««*IalKi;Sr#t'4* 

3] MISiS^K^*^^— if ^tuEf&tti^-r 

we * * '< # i: auEfi mt)^f^— y > * %mm=r t 
(Dmm&n, *i^ffiet*^sr^bT«ifiSii. 
S(rE^ttaiaKfi, lttrE* i:«rEiiSfitn[^*fls: 
if fc (Dsjutjs tr®^ s tbT ^ 5 if 1 2 mm<v* 
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[1***1 4] «ffS»«eL#3|Cff^-i^i:«rlE«««ElEl 
3xx^5lt**jti 2ffi*to4£*JW£u— ifiEtbiuseSo 

>^^xfc d , 

[0 0 0 1] 
[0 0 0 2] 

[0 0 0 3] yaffle if SrJE»-t"*«*^^*»^— 

tfft («*^+*^) <z>je«si§iis«r*u 
ii]K^ai*«^**p»bx##»u-ifi^*&"t-So 

[0004] 

[0 0 0 5] *3Mr, u~ 1f3tSrHc«-*-5 G a 

GaN^^**l/-if^iSte^^U-if 
[0 0 0 6] 



(3)tS2 0 0 1 - 3 6 1 8 6 ( P 2 0 0 1 - 3 6 1 8 6 A ) 

4 

[0 0 0 7] ifJB«|iijg 

^*jws*^*<5^xwib^ i (DXfjm ^com ^u-<yu 
&mfflisxmj3-rz>mi<z>x<4 vrmtek* %2<dtk^ 

2<D*4 y j-mmt^r\^^ "xmmm 2 (OA^m^-(D 
m^^^^mmvx\^t)'t^m2(o^^ y^isa&k . 

[0 0 0 8] IfWttlllBS 

20 [0009] ^W^^JSi^afftw— iPKibEB 
M 0 £ L M E38«« -g- £ Su f B ^mffilf -g- i £ -& 

[0010] *mm\zi%%m 1 <D*mt$^^mm®$& 

3 coA^lf -^£r h UXftfrfBS? 1 coA^ff -^Sr 

*2(J0A*fB-9-Sr^j*-rs»2<ou^u^7 MIlKtS: 

^ 5/^te^«&aiiiK^e>>fc5i6»it«iHi8»x**) 

40 itfifEfgl co^-T ^^S!lWf-g-{-J:oXl3:^§ix5m^^ 

[0011] 1 (D^mvf^-^mm^ 

50 ifti, «rfiE«*a* b9>i^^^^m^fcy-^z7 
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[0 0 12] *^|P^(r«>5m2cO*2@<*^-if«SjlH]^S 
ft, IKi(iffl»fS^-Sr*^;i-S*JWJIIlK<!:, iWlEIM&fMW 

[0014] *mft\z&%^2(D*mw>^— j fmw\m%i 

Sntv^S. *56W*w«-5»2^^9K*ci^— ifSgtbleJSg 

[0 0 15] ±IBbfc*3BWt-«SJBl*5<tt^*2<0^ 

SSrifliSOi-sr t iBfitri^SW* if<Df£tbii 

S£fa_k-r3 n k *s wr*B-Cfc5o' *«St*3H* u~if «: 

k^T*$, G a N^^^#:i^— if^-<Z}iS)ffi^ i £^S# : ^' w -- 
if<J9^EI^»g«£ J: 0 f^3±-ra r ktf> «Ttg-C : fe5 0 
[0 0 16] Sfc, JiELfc**fH^«4J(S2 0*Wft: 

mi&tii*m» if k o««t^^«ia $ tLfcfim*iaK 
-s: tas^iiB-e*>5 > ^(^--^msft^c^u-if^^ 

[0 0 1 7] 

[5SWcoHlS(D^flS] EAT, *5IB^0^1te^fllSrasft 

[ooi8] g i (DmmcDj&m 

-5 IB»S4fe^BtwKfi ^xti^o r co^Wft if IE 



(4)^2 0 0 1 - 3 6 1 8 6 (P 2 0 0 1 - 3 6 1 8 6 A) 

6 

tblSKl 0 011 «^®£Sl k, y-^y^n? (K^ 

[ooi9] y— ^^^uy4ti, j&tu^j-r ^> 
^SESjIR^ k, iftJgtt^Sffl^— if 3 k&m-tZo i& 

m^j-f >tr°— ^>^mfi^^*2 j*, CT^fi, ^>^>^ 

^ y hl^ n ^ t V^/^'M h 7 ^ v 5 ^ ^ (FE 
T : Field Effect Transistor ) X^ffc&tl&o ^ffifel 

10 G a N*¥»# if (G a NS^i* L — ^^-f 

k) T«^ix5 0 kt, i&^-f ^^—v^^mmm 

t2^FETtfe^ iSStft^ffU— if 3^G a 

1f^*)-5»&JwOl^TttW"rSo FET2(^) 

if 3tr«ittSixrv^ 0 

[0 0 2 0] ©JfflJ[HlSS 5 tt, 9SSlElfg 1 0 k % *H[UK 
20t -&/&Ih]¥& 30t /<y?7 @K 40^ U-<yU 

h(H]gS5 o k, ^yflHlB6 0^ 
20 jgElffi4 l k, %2<nm$&M®&4 l k^^i-^ 0 Htf 

ik, m2<Dw<ji>>'Z7 h®?&5 2 tzft-tZo mm* 
[0021] sbi <oms9mmbA 1 ict*, ^scoa^j 

4, S5I4, ElMrRfc«*k*Re«*^BB«T?*) 

» (^r) i:4ot^5o m2<nmmm®m4 2 

[0 0 2 2] **3, » 1 <0»f£*— K<z>»g\ -r^^>^> 
JBl*3<tV*2©«[»»»iaK4 1, 4 2 60 9^^ ico 

&m^m^4 1 (D^i^A^w^-s 4 ? S5^»«sn 
ti*tmzL%2o>mmmm&4 2^a*ai»s 6, s 

40 7^iftSn, Ga N***»^ if 3<^*3ttb* (38 

<Dmj&mmmK4 1, 4 2^^A^m^^w^$^^ 
[0023] mi <Dmmi\m%4 ms <da*« 

^S4, S5S:»»i«lTifS4A, S5A^» 
L, WIE«-9-S4A f S5AS:*3^A»«*i:LT» 
1cqi//</l->7 MU8S5 1 f:«t5 0 tS 2 <z>&l&9tj& 
50 0SS4 2tt, ^6^A^{f#S 6 ? S7i^flf It 
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ff^S6A, S 7 ASr*/SU fflFfBW^S 6A, S 7 A 
£^4 0A*Kf-*§-£ Uf2(Dl/^y7 hHIggS 2^ 
Wite-rSo »l*5±tJ c »2<Oift?^BE^IilK4 1, 42 
tt, p-ECLU^OftfSrAAUtp-ECLU^ 

ftfflr-S"^»«-r*o :i J: 5 4flta£ A^ 

[0 0 2 4] g?l <di^</u$/:7 h[p]gg5 1 te, i3(7)A 
MfS4A ? S 5 A W"<yu) Srl/^>7h 

bTff-^S 4 B ; S 5 BSr^/SU WIEfS^S 4 B, S 
5 B^ilOAM^^ U$l co^-f s/^@S&6 1 in 
£t*&1">5 0 |2^)^W MUSS 5 2tt, ^4C0A^ 
fs^S6A, S 7 A (<D{g-g- 1^</U) ^U-</Uy7h t 
T<f-^S6B, S7B^Mt, iEffi^S6B, S7 
B^^2^A^«^-i: lti2^^f ^@Sg6 2 Kit* 
*&t5o fl*5J:^i2(Dl/^i/7MllK5 1, 52 
tt, ^ iy#ffi&tmM (ECL -Emitter Coupled Logi 

[0 0 2 5] mi <OK<4 y^\B\^e 1(4, ftfiffifjlKDA 
;f>{f-5§-S 4 B, S5B^Il^^^fMiflfS3l: 
S^V^ftgUtfl ^**BfS*S 6 1 

?g i (omm -s-s 6 i ^j^ss 3 o ^#y&-r3 0 m 1 

[0 0 2 6] ^2co^-T ^/^lHlSg6 2i±, BfilE^2<7)A 
MfS6B, S 7BSr*2^>f s/^ftfl»fS*S8ir 
£<5l^Tl««LT*2<Z>J«*BfB*S 6 2S:£j*U Z<D 

(*2©^>fyf«Kfll*) S8i:i9Mt5:fcJi* 

tSSo 2^yf@!S6 1, 6 2(t 

E CLHlK^&4««SK^>r y^Mia (CSL :Curren 
t Switch Logic) ffi^SfrT^So 
[ 0 0 2 7] £!E@Sg7 0te, f^ff^-S 9trS<5^ 

MS7 0S:^«3 0i:Mt5o ^(Dm^m^-s 

9 F ET 2<DSf— h A*fff*<Z>'M T*«E8r 

■itsri^-es, Ga n***^— if 3otB;^< 

[ 0 0 2 8 ] 1 0 Jl. %S«Jfllf9 #S 2 i^S<5 

«*S 1 0St*«IhIB2 0^«*&i"4o r^««0iSl 
0 3S«ffll»«-g-S 2 asjg 1 -g- 
S 1 0 5r£/£;U SSSfHWB^S 2 35S*2^«t«^»& 

SJWf^-S 2J2, B£B#K:*J8III& 1 Ot^jf&SnSo 
[0 0 2 9] *«Ih]SS2 Ott, MzL&* J r/<>'*C t4 



(5)*BB 2001-36186 (P 2 0 0 1 -3 6 1 8 6 A) 

8 

fiSf-S 1 O^bWJfe^jaSft^fS-g-S 2 OSriiiS^ 
•fr, zcommiB-^S 2 0 Sr^fiEHIK 3 0ir^i-5 o 

[0 0 3 0] -&/*0& 3 0 tt, iiifiW -S- S20t g? 1 
*3it) 5 »2<OliB{I-9rS 6 1, S 6 2 /tfiLJEiH-^-S 

7 0^«&£*K m^^m-s-^3iiRW^^br^ 
*atg«#s 6 1 £je«BE«*s 7 0 ^Mir^t 

f S c Sri^L, ^^fffSc^FET20^h 

*2£>if«f§-g-S 6 1, S62iflEff^S70i?: 
*0^bX^^f-§-S cS:4*U r.(D^m^-S c SrF 
ET2^^Ml«t5 0 -&J*E«S3 Ott, 
te, iiia{f#S 2 0 cb^ffiiEm^-S 7 0 t WtT^ 
MtSc*4aU I^8fSc$:FET2(7)^ 

[0031] saKinK 1 ««*j»m-g-s 1 m^v^ 

TG a N*^*»W— if 3JE»ffl<0«««JEVp Sr^j* 
U lcolItEVp5ry-^7tn74^FET2^ 

flg (— :frtf>#ffi) <a*&t?i±, WKSHSinffiKSEV 
p5r3i/&U Ga NS^Wfcu— if 3 tew- IfJtSrtBA 

t^o «as*j»w-s-s 1 tfiy****-— y^ikm mjy(D 

H± ft F E T 2 ^ffi*lE^r 0 V(C L, G a N^* 
3$ flc \y — if 3 1f3t<^ia*S:ff it-r * 0 
[0 0 3 2] FET 2fi^~ hA^fS^fc LtMfl^ 

^afflcu-if 3dl«t^o S cCQff^U 

G a n^*3»^l— if 3 K:B:*B*WfJ: 9 fclE«B#tf>f5 5 

if 3<75«3tW^», ?i^B#«fc 9 t>fE^#<Of5 5^A 
* < 45c 
[0 0 3 3] S^^^f-^S c Ji, 

isfg-g-s 2 0 ^nEEft^-s 7 0 t&mnvfcm^h 

t£%(DX\ G a N^^tfl^— if S^^CDU— if^tcSu 

40 G a N^#3»*u— if 3^?>^u~lf3tUlAS:*:*<"t" 

[0 0 3 4] B2tt, 01 if KSblilK 1 0 

0<7)[H]KE]T-fe£o fib, /<y7 7 0B4OS:fllSL-C 
SSV^Tl^o 4*3, Ht^fffGNDIi, iitUlfi 
vyKu-</i-) £^i- 0 RiifSA^{f-S-S 4 Aii, A^lffi 
IEV a 1 t tTllO^yu^/7 MUSS 5 1 irA^i^n 
S 0 MfSA^W-^S 5AI1 AA1EV a 2 LTi 1 

50 6Alt A^lSJEV b 1 i: 1X^2(7)1/^^7 hlHlSS 



5 2CAA^ 0 fltffEA^ff-^S 7 Afi, A^mEEV 
b 2 t lti2^^/l/^7 h[H]£§5 2(clA^$tl5 a 
[ 0 0 3 5 ] fulfil 1 CO^-T 3 tt. A^J 

mffiV 6 1 t VXmi^^^f ^^©SS6 1 ^A?tl£n 
So HtffB^2(D^-r ^frJWf^S 8tt, AMJEV6 
2 £ ITI2^)^^ 5/^ HISS 6 2ia*^5 0 mjfsm 
iWMWg^S 1 il, A^ltEV d t bTmaStUK 1 4- A 

T^jlESS 1 0\zAtJ$ti^ o 9li, A 

[0 0 3 6] |g 1 <7> W^US^ h0Sg5 1 H\ 
Vcc«^n^)^V^^«R5, R6^ A^mi£ 
Val, Va2*«»JM^fiftRl, R2^, 
x^y«R3, R4h i!ll»h7y^^Q2, 
Q3t. h9v^^Q 1 4:. ****bfc*W«l7tR 9 
t&^i~Z)o h7^^^Ql, Q2, Q3te, npn 

^7^y^^tfe^ 0 = u^JgfcrCR 5, R6<Z>ffi6i« 

^^^S6tR3 ? R4(Dgfi:ffl(^L<, h7V^^ 
Q2, Q3(7)i&ttWU\ 
[0 0 3 7] h7^^^Q 1 u^^fi^-^ y^ffi 

R 9 irSttSit, ^-^teA^/SJBEV 5 l tim&Sii, 

1SI1^1£^^ 0 h^v***Q l*3«tt^ft«f1fi: 

fEA.^«ffi V 5 1 K J; 9 , ?B*li# {% 1 <7>t&fNr- K 
Wf) :fc£i>*fB£i3# (*2 ottfl^e— KW) tr— ^H«fE£ 

[0 0 3 8] h7^^^Q 2 tf}^— ^tt^—^ffitftR 

^ y^tt^S y*«S[R3Jrggtt$n"CV^5 0 h 
^v^^Q 3 <3Q-<— ^»^<— ^}£#lR 2tr^t^£;tx > 
= l^*J4=" l^^^ffiR 6 ^Sy^H^n 
5 :y*«RR4K»tt$j|X*C^<5„ BUffi^l <Z)U-</u^ 

a 3 <h LTSI1 CD^-f 2y^igK6 1 l*lcD-<-^ ffitfCR 8 

h7^^Q3^=«i/^^tEVa 4 ^LTil(07s 

[0 0 3 9] |2 0l/^>7 blnjggS 2f2, flJKftJE 
Vcc^flt»$*b5=> UtZWviR 5 5, R5 6t, 7v^J 
lEVbl, Vb2«^^^fifiiR5 1, R 
52^ 3i ^ 2/ ^tetaR 5 3, R 5 4 & , -Sl^ h7> 
y^^Q5 2, Q53^ h7>^^Q5 1 
SjXTtAWSttR 5 9 h&&1rZ) 0 h7^^-^Q5 
1, Q52, Q5 3I1 npnh^^n*^ = 



(6)$^2 0 0 1 - 3 6 1 8 6 (P 2 0 0 1 - 3 6 1 8 6 A) 
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SR5 1, R 5 2 (^figitt tt« t < , ■ x ^ y ^ fift R 5 
3, R 5 4<^egtffifi*U< , h7yy^^Q52 ; Q 
5 3<^«rtttt«bi/\ 

[0 04 0] h"7 >i?*#Q 5 1 <D^ ^ii; y^ 7 
SttR5 3, R5 4(Z)SESmi$^ ^s^fifcft 
ffiftR 5 9K:S^£iV ^liAMEV5 2^ 
r.coA^«liV5 2(rJ:«9 h7^y^^Q5 1 
c^n u^^®gK^K^$ix6o h7^*Q 5 1 ld£ 
O^^SMtlR 59(:<tl F7>^^Q5K^)n^ 

StjfSA^«ffiV5 2 ^£9, IE^P# (^2 co 

[0 04 1 ] h7 yy ^^ Q 5 2 co-<— ^ J3:-<~- ^ffij/i 
RSli^MSiX, = ^Ji=i ^te^R 5 5 
f^^n, ^ ^ 7 ^ [ix > y ^ffiR 5 3 «I$^TV > 
3 0 h7^^Q5 3C9-<— ^fi^—^SfetR 5 2 
SH*£*U ^i/^^ii^i/^^SSR5 6i:^i$ti, 
20 y^ftzc^ <y ^ffifetR 5 4l£*«$;h/C^5 0 Buffi 

l20U^'>7Mt^S6Bfi, h7^'^^Q52 
^a^^tEEVb 3 t ITI2 co^-f s^IUSS 6 2 
(D^<— -XtgfetR 2 6 ^^j^^tbSo mJfE^2 60U/<yU^> 
7 hfH-^-S 7Bli, h7>y^^Q5 3co^U^^®JE 
Vb 4 fc bTB2(7)7 ? >-f ^^0186 2P^co-<— ^1&gtR 
2 5^«#&S^5o 

[0 04 2] ^1 CD^-T 5/^[E]jES6 1 tt, «MffiffiVcc 
^«i(&*ix5ftW«KR 1 Oir, h7^^"Q4t, 
1WF7>^^Q6, Q 7 ^ffitaR 7, R 

30 8 ^^r^"-t"S 0 h7^^^^Q4, Q6, Q7lt pn 
p h^V^^^-CfeSo ^4gfctR7, R8coffiKf{l: 
f±^L<, h7^^^Q6, Q7 60#tt{i^b^o 

[0 0 4 3] h7y^^Q4<^^ i^^^^MIij^ 
y^^Q6, Q 7(OWji5 y^<?5SEjtt^{r»iRSjx, 

s/^^AWtefetR 1 OUlSttSJ-U -<-^f^A7^ffi 
JEV 6 1 &m££ft. ^(DAJjM&V 6 1 IZX V Y^l/ 

Q4*5«tt>^ffi 1 ®trtR 1 Oi-J: <0 . h7Vv ! ^^Q4(D 

40 rcoS®^^, mmAJimfcV 6 1 irj: t9 , 

[0044] h7>y^^Q7 co^-^ 
ir^^tL. ]s?#vmfiiR l 3fcStt$ix-o^o 



^ u ^ ^ tiff 



W^coffifciR 1 2JrSttStLT^S 0 



50 EE*fcfi=« i 2 t LtffitiR 1 2 (r«j(&Six 
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[0 0 4 5] »2^yflllK6 2lt MMM&Vcc 

iiSh7yy^^Q8, Q9^ ^®#[R2 6, 
R 2 5 fc, SfJttSftfca u?#mKR 1 3S:ft5o h 
7y^^Q5, Q8 ? Q9lt pnpF5^*t? 

[0 04 6] h^^v^^Q 5 Ispf&gXstt h 9 

Q5*5J:r;MffiRl li^^ h5^^Q5© 

£<E>5e««fc«M:, ftuf£A^tt/£V6 2 Eft&Mc 
— SSSfc £ tti * U * B#*5 i t>*B* I r J±SSE ffi # £ 

[0 04 7] Vv^^Q 9(73^ h7^^ 

Htl^o h ^^v 5 ^^ Q 8 co^^ 1^7>y^^ 
Q 5<^ ^tcSagSSi'i, -<-7;[j:^^KR2 6 
t;-SM£iv 3U**tt«^/*/fl<^8#tR l 2^««t 
^^tv^ fl flMMHWI-S-s 6 212, h7y^^Q8 

[0 04 8] 3£mffi[U& 7 0 tt, «K«JBEVcc##c*&S 
*l*«6tR 16^ MR 1 7 fc, gl^tlttfciR 1 
8, R19t, h7^^^Q12, Q13^tt 

^tfeSo «:««JEVcctt, I«$ix?tifiiR 1 
6, R17, R18l:J:9»EShTV^, 
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* NOTICES * 

Japan Patent Office is not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 . This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2 **** s h ows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] The semiconductor laser drive circuit which is a semiconductor laser drive circuit which 
drives high resistance semiconductor laser, and has the control circuit which generates a drive control 
signal, and the low-power output impedance driver element which carries out the voltage drive of the 
aforementioned quantity resistance semiconductor laser based on the aforementioned drive control 
signal. 

[Claim 2] The semiconductor laser drive circuit according to claim 1 characterized by providing the 
following. The aforementioned control circuit is the 1st switching circuit which the 1st input signal and 
the 1st switch control signal are supplied, and controls and outputs the signal level of the 1st input signal 
of the above based on the switch control signal of the above 1st. The 2nd switching circuit which the 
2nd input signal and the 2nd switch control signal are supplied, and controls and outputs the signal level 
of the 2nd input signal of the above based on the switch control signal of the above 2nd. The synthetic 
circuit which compounds the output signal of the above 1st and the 2nd switching circuit, and generates 
the aforementioned drive control signal. 

[Claim 3] It is the semiconductor laser drive circuit according to claim 2 which it has further the voltage 
stabilizer which generates the constant- voltage signal for bias, the aforementioned quantity resistance 
semiconductor laser is driven according to two or more modes of operation, and the aforementioned 
synthetic circuit compounds the aforementioned constant- voltage signal and the output signal of the 1st 
switching circuit of the above in the case of the 1st mode of operation, and compounds the output signal 
of the aforementioned constant- voltage signal, the above 1st, and the 2nd switching circuit in the case of 
the 2nd mode of operation. 

[Claim 4] It is the semiconductor laser drive circuit according to claim 3 where it has further the 
oscillator circuit which generates an oscillation signal, and the aforementioned synthetic circuit 
compounds the aforementioned constant-voltage signal and the aforementioned oscillation signal in the 
case of the 3rd mode of operation. 

[Claim 5] It is the semiconductor laser drive circuit according to claim 4 where it has further the 
resonance circuit connected between the aforementioned oscillator circuit and the aforementioned 
synthetic circuit, and the aforementioned synthetic circuit compounds the aforementioned oscillation 
signal which passed the aforementioned resonance circuit in the case of the 3rd mode of operation of the 
above, and the aforementioned constant-voltage signal. 

[Claim 6] The semiconductor laser drive circuit according to claim 2 which has further the 1st level shift 
circuit which the 3rd input signal is supplied, carries out the level shift of this 3rd input signal, and 
generates the 1st input signal of the above, and the 2nd level shift circuit which the 4th input signal is 
supplied, carries out the level shift of this 4th input signal, and generates the 2nd input signal of the 
above. 

[Claim 7] Each of the above 1st and the 2nd level shift circuit It is the differential-amplifier circuit 
which consists of an emitter coupled logic circuit, the 1st switching circuit of the above It is the current 
switch logical circuit to which a current source is connected to the emitter of a differential pair 
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transistor, and the output current of this current source is set by the switch control signal of the above 
1st. The 2nd switching circuit of the above is a semiconductor laser drive circuit according to claim 6 
which is a current switch logical circuit to which a current source is connected to the emitter of a 
differential pair transistor, and the output current of this current source is set by the switch control signal 
of the above 2nd. 

[Claim 8] The semiconductor laser drive circuit according to claim 6 which has further the 1st waveform 
shaping circuit which the 5th input signal is supplied, shapes this 5th input signal in waveform, and 
generates the 3rd input signal of the above, and the 2nd waveform shaping circuit which the 6th input 
signal is supplied, shapes this 6th input signal in waveform, and generates the 4th input signal of the 
above. 

[Claim 9] It is the semiconductor laser drive circuit according to claim 1 which it has further the power 
circuit which supplies supply voltage to the aforementioned quantity resistance semiconductor laser 
through the aforementioned low-power output impedance driver element, the aforementioned power 
circuit outputs the aforementioned supply voltage to the aforementioned low-power output impedance 
driver element when the control signal of the aforementioned power circuit is enabling state, and 
suspends the output of the aforementioned supply voltage when the control signal of the aforementioned 
power circuit is in a disable state. 

[Claim 10] The semiconductor laser drive circuit according to claim 1 which has further the detector 
which detects the inrush current or luminescence intensity of the aforementioned quantity resistance 
semiconductor laser, and the feedback circuit which feeds back the output signal of the aforementioned 
detector to the aforementioned low-power output impedance driver element. 

[Claim 1 1] It is the semiconductor laser drive circuit according to claim 1 driven by the source follower 
for which the aforementioned quantity resistance semiconductor laser is GaN system semiconductor 
laser, the aforementioned low-power output impedance driver element is a field-effect transistor, and the 
aforementioned GaN system semiconductor laser used the aforementioned field-effect transistor. 
[Claim 12] The semiconductor laser drive circuit which is a semiconductor laser drive circuit which 
drives high resistance semiconductor laser, and has the current regulator circuit connected to the node of 
the control circuit which generates a drive control signal, the low-power output impedance driver 
element which carries out the voltage drive of the aforementioned quantity resistance semiconductor 
laser based on the aforementioned drive control signal, and the aforementioned low-power output 
impedance driver element and the aforementioned quantity resistance semiconductor laser. 
[Claim 13] It is the semiconductor laser drive circuit according to claim 12 where the aforementioned 
quantity resistance semiconductor laser and the aforementioned low-power output impedance driver 
element are connected through a capacitor, the node of the aforementioned capacitor and the 
aforementioned low-power output impedance driver element is grounded through the 1st resistance 
element, and the aforementioned current regulator circuit is connected to the node of the aforementioned 
capacitor and the aforementioned quantity resistance semiconductor laser. 

[Claim 14] The aforementioned quantity resistance semiconductor laser and the aforementioned current 
regulator circuit are a semiconductor laser drive circuit according to claim 12 connected through an 
inductor or the 2nd resistance element. 

[Claim 15] It is the semiconductor laser drive circuit according to claim 12 driven by the source follower 
for which the aforementioned quantity resistance semiconductor laser is GaN system semiconductor 
laser, the aforementioned low-power output impedance driver element is a field-effect transistor, and the 
aforementioned GaN system semiconductor laser used the aforementioned field-effect transistor. 



[Translation done.] 
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* NOTICES * 

Japan Patent Office is not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 .This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2 **** s hows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[The technical field to which invention belongs] this invention relates to the semiconductor laser drive 
circuit which drives high resistance semiconductor laser, such as GaN system semiconductor laser. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] In recent years, as for the optical disk which is an information record 
medium, densification and large capacity-ization are progressing. With this densification and large- 
capacity-izing, it is required that the luminescence pulse width of a laser beam should be short, and it is 
required that the edge of the wave of a laser beam should be steep. 

[0003] The conventional semiconductor laser drive circuit which drives semiconductor laser controls the 
laser beam output of semiconductor laser by switching the size of drive current. For example, the 
conventional semiconductor laser drive circuit has the current regulator circuit of plurality (a part for a 
multiple channel) which used the transistor, adds the output current of each current regulator circuit, and 
supplies it to semiconductor laser. 
[0004] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] In the above-mentioned conventional semiconductor laser 
drive circuit, since a parasitic capacitance exists in the output terminal of a current regulator circuit, it 
follows on increasing the number of a current regulator circuit, and total of a parasitic capacitance 
becomes large. Moreover, since a transistor constitutes a current regulator circuit, a Miller effect arises 
with the capacity during I/O. It is difficult for it to be difficult for the frequency characteristic and a 
transient characteristic to deteriorate in the conventional semiconductor laser drive circuit, and to 
shorten luminescence pulse width of semiconductor laser, and to carry out a high-speed drive according 
to these factors. 

[0005] Since the impedance is large compared with other semiconductor laser, especially the GaN 
system semiconductor laser that emits a purple-blue color laser beam is difficult to drive at high speed in 
a conventional current control type semiconductor laser drive circuit. The purpose of this invention is to 
offer the semiconductor laser drive circuit which can improve the drive speed of high resistance 
semiconductor laser, such as GaN system semiconductor laser. 
[0006] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] The 1st semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning this invention has 
the control circuit which generates a drive control signal, and the low-power output impedance driver 
element which carries out the voltage drive of the aforementioned quantity resistance semiconductor 
laser based on the aforementioned drive control signal. 

[0007] The 1st semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning this invention The 1st switching circuit 
which the 1st input signal and the 1st switch control signal are supplied, and the aforementioned control 
circuit controls the signal level of the 1st input signal of the above based on the switch control signal of 
the above 1st, and is outputted suitably, The 2nd switching circuit which the 2nd input signal and the 
2nd switch control signal are supplied, and controls and outputs the signal level of the 2nd input signal 
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of the above based on the switch control signal of the above 2nd, It has the synthetic circuit which 
compounds the output signal of the above 1st and the 2nd switching circuit, and generates the 
aforementioned drive control signal. 

[0008] The 1st semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning this invention It has further more suitably 
the voltage stabilizer which generates the constant- voltage signal for bias, the aforementioned quantity 
resistance semiconductor laser Driving according to two or more modes of operation, in the case of the 
1 st mode of operation, the aforementioned synthetic circuit compounds the aforementioned constant- 
voltage signal and the output signal of the 1st switching circuit of the above, and, in the case of the 2nd 
mode of operation, compounds the output signal of the aforementioned constant- voltage signal, the 
above 1st, and the 2nd switching circuit. 

[0009] The 1st semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning this invention has more suitably the 
oscillator circuit which generates an oscillation signal further, and, in the case of the 3rd mode of 
operation, the aforementioned synthetic circuit compounds the aforementioned constant-voltage signal 
and the aforementioned oscillation signal. The 1st semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning this 
invention has further the resonance circuit connected between the aforementioned oscillator circuit and 
the aforementioned synthetic circuit, and the aforementioned synthetic circuit is good also as 
composition which compounds the aforementioned oscillation signal which passed the aforementioned 
resonance circuit in the case of the 3rd mode of operation of the above, and the aforementioned 
constant-voltage signal. 

[0010] The 1st semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning this invention has further more suitably the 
1st level shift circuit which the 3rd input signal is supplied, carries out the level shift of this 3rd input 
signal, and generates the 1st input signal of the above, and the 2nd level shift circuit which the 4th input 
signal is supplied, carries out the level shift of this 4th input signal, and generates the 2nd input signal of 
the above. The 1st semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning this invention Each of the above 1st and 
the 2nd level shift circuit It is the differential-amplifier circuit which consists of an emitter coupled logic 
circuit, the 1st switching circuit of the above It is the current switch logical circuit to which a current 
source is connected to the emitter of a differential pair transistor, and the output current of this current 
source is set by the switch control signal of the above 1st. The 2nd switching circuit of the above is good 
also as composition which is the current switch logical circuit to which a current source is connected to 
the emitter of a differential pair transistor, and the output current of this current source is set by the 
switch control signal of the above 2nd. 

[001 1] For example, the aforementioned quantity resistance semiconductor laser of the 1st 
semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning this invention is GaN system semiconductor laser, the 
aforementioned low-power output impedance driver element is a field-effect transistor, and the 
aforementioned GaN system semiconductor laser is good also as composition driven by the source 
follower which used the aforementioned field-effect transistor. 

[0012] The 2nd semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning this invention has the current regulator 
circuit connected to the node of the control circuit which generates a drive control signal, the low-power 
output impedance driver element which carries out the voltage drive of the aforementioned quantity 
resistance semiconductor laser based on the aforementioned drive control signal, and the aforementioned 
low-power output impedance driver element and the aforementioned quantity resistance semiconductor 
laser. 

[0013] In the 2nd semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning this invention, suitably, the 
aforementioned quantity resistance semiconductor laser and the aforementioned low-power output 
impedance driver element are connected through a capacitor, the node of the aforementioned capacitor 
and the aforementioned low-power output impedance driver element is grounded through the 1st 
resistance element, and the aforementioned current regulator circuit is connected to the node of the 
aforementioned capacitor and the aforementioned quantity resistance semiconductor laser. 
[0014] In the 2nd semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning this invention, the aforementioned 
quantity resistance semiconductor laser and the aforementioned current regulator circuit are suitably 
connected through an inductor or the 2nd resistance element. For example, the aforementioned quantity 
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resistance semiconductor laser is GaN system semiconductor laser, the aforementioned low-power 
output impedance driver element is a field-effect transistor, and the aforementioned GaN system 
semiconductor laser is good in the 2nd semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning this invention also 
as composition driven by the source follower which used the aforementioned field-effect transistor. 
[0015] In the 1st and 2nd semiconductor laser drive circuits concerning the above-mentioned this 
invention, since the voltage drive of the high resistance semiconductor laser is carried out by the low- 
power output impedance driver element, a power supply can be effectively supplied to high resistance 
semiconductor laser. Moreover, it is possible to be able to suppress a Miller effect and to improve the 
drive speed of high resistance semiconductor laser by supplying a power supply to high resistance 
semiconductor laser through a low-power output impedance driver element. By considering as the 
composition in which current supply is carried out by the source follower, the Miller effect in a field- 
effect transistor can be suppressed, and high resistance semiconductor laser can be improved more in the 
drive speed of high resistance semiconductor laser, such as GaN system semiconductor laser. 
[0016] Moreover, since it has the current regulator circuit connected to the node of a low-power output 
impedance driver element and high resistance semiconductor laser, it is possible to supply fixed current 
to high resistance semiconductor laser, and it is possible to make the laser beam according to this fixed 
current output at the time of usual in the 2nd semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning the above- 
mentioned this invention. 
[0017] 

[Embodiments of the Invention] Hereafter, the gestalt of operation of this invention is explained with 
reference to an accompanying drawing. 

[0018] Gestalt drawing 1 of the 1st operation is the rough block block diagram showing the gestalt of 
operation of the semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning this invention. The semiconductor laser 
drive circuit 100 is installed in the record regenerative apparatus which records information on an 
optical disk or reproduces the storage information on an optical disk with the gestalt of this operation. 
This semiconductor laser drive circuit 100 has a power circuit 1, a source follower (grounded-drain 
circuit) 4, and the control circuit 5 that generates the drive control signal Sc. 
[0019] A source follower 4 has the low-power output impedance driver element 2 and the high 
resistance semiconductor laser 3. The low-power output impedance driver element 2 consists of n 
channel field-effect transistors (FET:Field Effect Transistor) of an enhancement type. The high 
resistance semiconductor laser 3 consists of GaN system semiconductor laser (GaN system 
semiconductor laser diode) which outputs for example, a purple-blue color laser beam. Hereafter, the 
low-power output impedance driver element 2 is FET, and the case where the high resistance 
semiconductor laser 3 is GaN system semiconductor laser is explained. The drain of FET2 is connected 
to a power circuit 1, and the source is connected to the GaN system semiconductor laser 3. 
[0020] A control circuit 5 has an oscillator circuit 10, a resonance circuit 20, the synthetic circuit 30, a 
buffer circuit 40, the level shift circuit 50, a switching circuit 60, and a voltage stabilizer 70. The 
aforementioned buffer circuit 40 has the 1st waveform shaping circuit 41 and the 2nd waveform shaping 
circuit 41. The aforementioned level shift circuit 50 has the 1st level shift circuit 51 and the 2nd level 
shift circuit 52. The aforementioned switching circuit 60 has the 1st switching circuit 61 and the 2nd 
switching circuit 62. 

[0021] 5th input signal S4 and S5 are inputted into the 1st waveform shaping circuit 41. Input signal S4 
of the above 5th and S5 are the relation between a reversal signal and a noninverting signal mutually, 
and have become a pair (pair). The 6th input signal S6 and S7 is inputted into the 2nd waveform shaping 
circuit 42. The 6th input signal S6 and S7 of the above is the relation between a reversal signal and a 
noninverting signal mutually, and has become a pair (pair). 

[0022] In addition, when eliminating in the case of the 1st mode of operation (i.e., the storage 
information on an optical disk) (at the time of elimination), input signal S4 and S5 are supplied only to 
the 1st waveform shaping circuit 41 among the 1st and 2nd waveform shaping circuits 41 and 42. 
Moreover, when making information write in and memorize in the case of the 2nd mode of operation 
(i.e., an optical disk) (at the time of record), while input signal S4 and S5 are supplied to the 1st 
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waveform shaping circuit 41, input signals S6 and S7 are supplied to the 2nd waveform shaping circuit 
42, and as for the radiant power output (luminescence intensity) of the GaN system semiconductor laser 
3, the way at the time of record becomes large rather than the time of elimination. Moreover, when 
reading in the case of the 3rd mode of operation (i.e., the storage information on an optical disk) (at the 
time of reproduction), an input signal is not supplied to the 1st and 2nd waveform shaping circuits 41 
and 42. 

[0023] The 1st waveform shaping circuit 41 shapes 5th input signal S4 and S5 in waveform, generates 
signal S4A and S5A, and supplies aforementioned signal S4A and S5A to the 1st level shift circuit 51 as 
the 3rd input signal. The 2nd waveform shaping circuit 42 shapes the 6th input signal S6 and S7 in 
waveform, generates signal S6A and S7A, and supplies the aforementioned signal S6A and S7A to the 
2nd level shift circuit 52 as the 4th input signal. The 1st and 2nd waveform shaping circuits 41 and 42 
input the signal of p-ECL level, output the signal of p-ECL level, and operate orthopedically the signal 
whose edge became blunt to a signal with a steep edge. By considering as such composition, when the 
transmission line of an input signal is extended, **** of the wave of an input signal can be stopped by 
the buffer circuit 40. 

[0024] The 1st level shift circuit 51 carries out the level shift of the 3rd input signal S4A and the S5A 
(signal level), generates signal S4B and S5B, and supplies aforementioned signal S4B and S5B to the 
1st switching circuit 61 as the 1st input signal. The 2nd level shift circuit 52 carries out the level shift of 
4th input signal S6A and the S7A (signal level), generates signal S6B and S7B, and supplies the 
aforementioned signal S6B and S7B to the 2nd switching circuit 62 as the 2nd input signal. The 1st and 
2nd level shift circuits 51 and 52 consist of differential-amplifier circuits which consist of an emitter 
coupled logic (ECL:Emitter Coupled Logic) circuit. 

[0025] The 1st switching circuit 61 amplifies 1st input signal S4[ of the above ] B, and S5B based on the 
1st switch control signal S3, generates the 1st amplification signal S61, and supplies this 1st 
amplification signal S61 to the synthetic circuit 30. The 1st amplification control signal (1st switch 
control signal) S3 can adjust the amplification degree of the 1st switching circuit 61. 
[0026] The 2nd switching circuit 62 amplifies input signal S6B of the above 2nd, and S7B based on the 
2nd switch control signal S8, generates the 2nd amplification signal S62, and supplies this 2nd 
amplification signal S62 to the synthetic circuit 30. The 2nd amplification control signal (2nd switch 
control signal) S8 can adjust the amplification degree of the 2nd switching circuit 62. The 1st and 2nd 
switching circuits 61 and 62 consist of current switch logic (CSLiCurrent Switch Logic) circuits which 
consist of an ECL circuit. 

[0027] A voltage stabilizer 70 generates the constant- voltage signal S70 for bias based on setpoint-signal 
S9, and supplies the aforementioned constant-voltage signal S70 to the synthetic circuit 30. It is possible 
to be able to adjust the bias voltage of the gate input signal of FET2, and to set up output power of the 
GaN system semiconductor laser 3 by this setpoint-signal S9. 

[0028] An oscillator circuit 10 generates the oscillation signal S10 of predetermined frequency based on 
the oscillation control signal S2, and supplies this oscillation signal S 10 to a resonance circuit 20. This 
oscillator circuit 10 generates the oscillation signal S10, when the oscillation control signal S2 is in the 
1st state, and when the oscillation control signal S2 is in the 2nd state, it suspends generation of the 
oscillation signal S10. The oscillation control signal S2 of the 1st state is supplied to an oscillator circuit 
10 at the time of reproduction. 

[0029] A resonance circuit 20 consists of a LC resonance circuit which carried out the series connection 
of the inductor L to for example, the capacitor C, passes the signal S20 of specific frequency from the 
oscillation signal S10, and supplies this passage signal S20 to the synthetic circuit 30. 
[0030] The passage signal S20, the 1st and 2nd amplification signals S61 and S62, and the constant- 
voltage signal S70 are supplied, and the synthetic circuit 30 compounds these signals alternatively, 
generates a composite signal Sc, and supplies this composite signal Sc to a source follower 4. The 
synthetic circuit 30 adds the 1st amplification signal S61 and constant-voltage signal S70 at the time of 
elimination, generates a composite signal Sc at it, and supplies this composite signal Sc to the gate of 
FET2. The synthetic circuit 30 adds the 1st and 2nd amplification signals S61 and S62 and constant- 
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voltage signals S70 at the time of record, generates a composite signal Sc at it, and supplies this 
composite signal Sc to the gate of FET2. The synthetic circuit 30 adds the passage signal S20 and the 
constant-voltage signal S70 at the time of reproduction, generates a composite signal Sc at it, and 
supplies this composite signal Sc to the gate of FET2. 

[0031] A power circuit 1 generates the supply voltage pinch off voltage for GaN system semiconductor 
laser 3 drive based on the power control signal SI, and supplies this supply voltage pinch off voltage to 
the drain of FET2 of a source follower 4. In the case where the power control signal SI is enabling state 
(one state), a power circuit 1 generates supply voltage pinch off voltage, and the GaN system 
semiconductor laser 3 outputs a laser beam. In the case where the power control signal SI is in a disable 
state (state of another side), a power circuit 1 suspends generation of supply voltage pinch off voltage, 
and sets output voltage to FET2 to 0V, and the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 suspends the output 
of a laser beam. 

[0032] A composite signal Sc is supplied as a gate input signal, and current supply of FET2 is carried 
out to the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 based on this composite signal Sc. The signal level of a 
composite signal Sc has a way larger than the time of elimination at the time of record, and, for this 
reason, voltage with the larger way at the time of record than the time of elimination is impressed to the 
GaN system semiconductor laser 3. Consequently, as for the radiant power output of the GaN system 
semiconductor laser 3, the way at the time of record becomes large rather than the time of elimination. 
[0033] Since the composite signal Sc at the time of reproduction consists of a signal adding the passage 
signal S20 and the constant-voltage signal S70 of specific frequency, the aforementioned specific 
frequency can be superimposed on a laser beam from the GaN system semiconductor laser 3. Moreover, 
compared with the case where the composite signal Sc at the time of reproduction consists of a constant- 
voltage signal S70, the laser beam output from the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 can be enlarged, 
and it is possible to reduce the laser beam noise at the time of the low-power output of a laser beam. 
[0034] Drawing 2 is the circuit diagram of the semiconductor laser drive circuit 100 of drawing 1 . 
However, the buffer circuit 40 is omitted and drawn. In addition, the sign GND in drawing shows 
grounding potential (grand level). The aforementioned input signal S4A is inputted into the 1st level 
shift circuit 51 as input voltage VaL The aforementioned input signal S5A is inputted into the 1st level 
shift circuit 5 1 as input voltage Va2. The aforementioned input signal S6A is inputted into the 2nd level 
shift circuit 52 as input voltage Vbl. The aforementioned input signal S7A is inputted into the 2nd level 
shift circuit 52 as input voltage Vb2. 

[0035] The switch control signal S3 of the above 1st is inputted into the 1st switching circuit 61 as input 
voltage V61. The switch control signal S8 of the above 2nd is inputted into the 2nd switching circuit 62 
as input voltage V62. The aforementioned power control signal SI is inputted into a power circuit 1 as 
input voltage Vd. The aforementioned oscillation control signal S2 is inputted into an oscillator circuit 
10 as input voltage Vsw. The aforementioned setpoint signal S9 is inputted into a voltage stabilizer 70 
as input voltage Vin. 

[0036] The 1st level shift circuit 51 has the collector resistances R5 and R6 to which supply voltage Vcc 
is supplied, the base resistance Rl and R2 to which input voltage Val and Va2 is supplied, emitter 
resistances R3 and R4, the differential pair transistors Q2 and Q3, a transistor Ql, and the grounded load 
resistance R9. Transistors Ql, Q2, and Q3 are npn transistors. The resistance of collector resistances R5 
and R6 is equal, the resistance of base resistance Rl and R2 is equal, the resistance of emitter resistances 
R3 and R4 is equal, and the property of transistors Q2 and Q3 is equal. 

[0037] The collector of a transistor Ql is connected to the node of emitter resistances R3 and R4, an 
emitter is connected to load resistance R9, input voltage V51 is supplied and, as for the base, the 
collector current II of a transistor Ql is set up with this input voltage V51. Of a transistor Ql and load 
resistance R9, the constant current source which makes the collector current of a transistor Ql regularity 
is formed. With the aforementioned input voltage V51, this constant current source outputs fixed current 
at the time of elimination and record (at the time of the 1st mode of operation) (at the time of the 2nd 
mode of operation), and suspends the output of current at the time of reproduction (at the time of the 3rd 
mode of operation). 
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[0038] The base of a transistor Q2 is connected to base resistance Rl, a collector is connected to a 
collector resistance R5, and the emitter is connected to the emitter resistance R3. The base of a transistor 
Q3 is connected to base resistance R2, a collector is connected to a collector resistance R6, and the 
emitter is connected to the emitter resistance R4. Level shift signal S4B of the above 1st is supplied to 
the base resistance R8 in the 1st switching circuit 61 as a collector voltage Va3 of a transistor Q2. Level 
shift signal S5B of the above 1st is supplied to the base resistance R7 in the 1st switching circuit 61 as a 
collector voltage Va4 of a transistor Q3. 

[0039] The 2nd level shift circuit 52 has the collector resistances R55 and R56 to which supply voltage 
Vcc is supplied, the base resistance R51 and R52 to which input voltage Vbl and Vb2 is supplied, 
emitter resistances R53 and R54, the differential pair transistors Q52 and Q53, a transistor Q51, and the 
grounded load resistance R59. Transistors Q51, Q52, and Q53 are npn transistors. The resistance of 
collector resistances R55 and R56 is equal, the resistance of base resistance R5 1 and R52 is equal, the 
resistance of emitter resistances R53 and R54 is equal, and the property of transistors Q52 and Q53 is 
equal 

[0040] The collector of a transistor Q51 is connected to the node of emitter resistances R53 and R54, an 
emitter is connected to load resistance R59, input voltage V52 is supplied and, as for the base, the 
collector current of a transistor Q5 1 is set up with this input voltage V52. Of a transistor Q5 1 and load 
resistance R59, the constant current source which makes the collector current of a transistor Q5 1 
regularity is formed. With the aforementioned input voltage V52, this constant current source outputs 
fixed current at the time of record (at the time of the 2nd mode of operation), and stops a current output 
at the time of elimination and reproduction (at the time of the 1st mode of operation) (at the time of the 
3rd mode of operation). 

[0041] The base of a transistor Q52 is connected to base resistance R51, a collector is connected to a 
collector resistance R55, and the emitter is connected to the emitter resistance R53. The base of a 
transistor Q53 is connected to base resistance R52, a collector is connected to a collector resistance R56, 
and the emitter is connected to the emitter resistance R54. Level shift signal S6B of the above 2nd is 
supplied to the base resistance R26 in the 2nd switching circuit 62 as a collector voltage Vb3 of a 
transistor Q52. Level shift signal S7B of the above 2nd is supplied to the base resistance R25 in the 2nd 
switching circuit 62 as a collector voltage Vb4 of a transistor Q53. 

[0042] The 1st switching circuit 61 has the load resistance R10 to which supply voltage Vcc is supplied, 
a transistor Q4, the differential pair transistors Q6 and Q7, and base resistance R7 and R8. Transistors 
Q4, Q6, and Q7 are pnp transistors. The resistance of base resistance R7 and R8 is equal, and the 
property of transistors Q6 and Q7 is equal. 

[0043] The collector of a transistor Q4 is connected to the node of both the emitters of the differential 
pair transistors Q6 and Q7, an emitter is connected to load resistance R10, input voltage V61 is supplied 
and, as for the base, the collector current of a transistor Q4 is set up with this input voltage V61 . Of a 
transistor Q4 and load resistance R10, the constant current source which makes the collector current of a 
transistor Q4 regularity is formed. With the aforementioned input voltage V61, this constant current 
source outputs fixed current at the time of elimination and record, and stops a current output at the time 
of reproduction. 

[0044] The emitter of a transistor Q7 is connected to the collector of a transistor Q4, the base is 
connected to base resistance R7, and the collector is connected to resistance R13. The emitter of a 
transistor Q6 is connected to the collector of a transistor Q4, the base is connected to base resistance R8, 
and the collector is connected to the resistance R12 for signal composition. The aforementioned 
amplification signal S61 is supplied to resistance R12 as the collector voltage of a transistor Q6, or 
collector-current i2. 

[0045] The 2nd switching circuit 62 has the load resistance Rl 1 to which supply voltage Vcc is 
supplied, a transistor Q5, the differential pair transistors Q8 and Q9, base resistance R26 and R25, and 
the grounded collector resistance R13. Transistors Q5, Q8, and Q9 are pnp transistors. The resistance of 
base resistance R25 and R26 is equal, and the property of transistors Q8 and Q9 is equal. 
[0046] The collector of a transistor Q5 is connected to the node of both the emitters of the differential 
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pair transistors Q8 and Q9, an emitter is connected to load resistance Rl 1 input voltage V62 « .supplied 

m047mt U Ser of a transistor Q9 is connected to the collector of a transistor Q5, the base is 

mm A vXe *StarWtaE resist R16 to which su PP ,y voltage Vcc is supplied resistonce 
Rl ie ^SSLncc R18 and R1 9, and transistor Q12 and Q13. Trans.stor Q12 and Q13« 
„ Jailors. Snpply voltage Vcc is pressnred partially by the rebalance R16, R17, and R18 by wtaeh 

Srr^"— Q12, input voltage Vin is supplied, the ^ «™« * te 
nTof * aforementioned resistance R17 and R18, fixed voltage ,s supp he and the co 

thkfiYed voltaee VI into the constant- voltage signal S70. , 

mOSOl An o Sar circuit 10 has the source Vf of a signal which generates the sinusoidal signal of 

mSl TresonTce circuit 20 has an inductor LI and a capacitor CI, and the series connection of an 

1 ~co™«« with an inductor LI, and the other end of res stance , R 12 >s connected to the node 
of resistance R14 and R15. The resistance of resistance Rl 2 and R13 is equal. 
?OoT3]TpWe circuit 1 has the resistance R20 and R21 to which supply volt age is supplied, 
transistor ! 014 015 and Q16, base resistance R24, and the grounded resistance R22 and R23. 
SStorsQM and Q16 are npn transistors, and a transistor Q15 is a pnp transistor. Supply voltage Vcc 

tho Hriin nf FFT2A and 2B and the base is connected to resistance R23. The collector ot a transistor 
Ss^S^S^. an emitter is collected to resistance R20, the base is 
me no de of the aforementioned resistance R21 and R22, and fixed voltage is suppl ed. The collector ol a 
ransfstor of if connected to resistance R23, an emitter is grounded and the base is connected to base 
Sa^ce R24 The base of a transistor Q14 and the collector of transistors Q15 and Q16 are connected 
mutuaTy ^fpowe^cuiU makes emitter voltage of a transistor Q14 the fixed supply voltage pinch off 
voltagefand supplies this supply voltage pinch off md the GaN system 

[0055] A source follower 4 has the gate resistance R14 and R15, FET2A and 2B, and the tjaN sysxem 



http://www4.ipdl.jpo.go.jp/cgi-bin/tran_web_cgi_ejje 



7/8/2003 



Page 8 of 12 



semiconductor laser 3. If matched with FET2 of drawing 1 , FET2A and 2B are used as FET2. The 
resistance of the gate resistance R14 and R15 is equal, and the property of FET2A and 2B is equal. 
FET2A and 2B are GaAs-MESFET (Metal Semiconductor FieldEffect Transistor), and high-speed 
operation is possible for them. 

[0056] The gate of FET2A is connected to the gate resistance R14, a drain is connected to the emitter of 
a transistor Q14, and the source is connected to the anode of the GaN system semiconductor laser 3. The 
gate of FET2B is connected to the gate resistance R15, a drain is connected to the emitter of a transistor 
Q14, and the source is connected to the anode of the GaN system semiconductor laser 3. The cathode of 
the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 is grounded. The node of resistance R14 and R15 is connected to 
resistance R12. When voltage V2 rises, while being able to prevent that a forward current flows between 
FET2A and the gate source of 2B by forming resistance R14 and R15, there are FET2A and an 
advantage which can absorb the individual differences of 2B. 

[0057] Next, operation of a circuit is explained. The 1st and 2nd level shift circuits 51 and 52 are 
differential-amplifier circuits. The operating point can be decided by the collector current II and 
collector resistance (load resistance) R5 of a transistor Ql, and the operating point voltage Va can be 
expressed with following formula **. In addition, the resistance of load resistance R5 is expressed as 
R5. 
[0058] 

[Equation 1] Va=Vcc- (IlxR5)/2 - ** [0059] Moreover, when [ consider as differential-input-voltage 
Via=|Va2-Val|, and ] differential-output-voltage Voa=|Va4-Va3|, the relation between a differential 
input voltage Via and a differential output voltage Voa is expressed with following formula **. In 
addition, the resistance of load resistance R3 is expressed as R3. 
[0060] 

[Equation 2] Voa=ViaxR5 / R3 - ** [0061] When the 1st and 2nd level shift circuits 51 and 52 carry 
out the level shift of the input voltage Val, Va2, Vbl, and Vb2, even if high voltage is required by the 
control voltage V2 of a source follower 4, it is made for the transistors Q6-Q9 of the 1st and 2nd 
switching circuits 61 and 62 not to be saturated. Moreover, the pn junction of transistors Q6-Q9 
amplifies input voltage Val, Va2, Vbl, and Vb2 on the voltage fully turned on / turned off, and enables 
it to perform switching with the 1st and 2nd exact switching circuits 61 and 62. 
[0062] Temporarily, when the input voltage of the buffer circuit 50 of the semiconductor laser drive 
circuit 100 is directly inputted into a switching circuit 60, the collector voltage (collector potential) of - 
the transistors Q6 and Q8 of the 1st and 2nd switching circuits 61 and 62 becomes high in connection 
with the source terminal voltage of Above FET. Consequently, forward voltage may be impressed 
between the collector bases of transistors Q6 and Q8, transistors Q6 and Q8 may be saturated, and an 
output signal wave may be distorted. Furthermore, though transistors Q6 and Q8 may stop performing 
ON/OFF and transistors Q6 and Q8 perform ON/OFF when the amplitude of input voltage is small, an 
output signal wave may become blunt by the level shift in a switching circuit 60. For this reason, it is 
desirable to connect the level shift circuit 50 to the preceding paragraph of a switching circuit 60. 
[0063] The 1st and 2nd switching circuits 61 and 62 are current switch logic (CSL) circuits which 
consist of an ECL circuit. Another side is an OFF state when one side of the differential pair transistors 
Q6 and Q7 is an ON state. Moreover, another side is an OFF state when one side of the differential pair 
transistors Q8 and Q9 is an ON state. The collector current of a transistor Q4 is equal to the collector 
current in the direction of an ON state among transistors Q6 and Q7, and the collector current of a 
transistor Q5 is equal to the collector current in the direction of an ON state among transistors Q8 and 
Q9. The control voltage V2 of FET2A and 2B is determined by collector-current i2 of a transistor Q6, 
and the collector current i3 of a transistor Q8. This control voltage V2 is expressed with following 
formula **. In addition, the resistance of resistance R12 is expressed as R12. 
[0064] 

[Equation 3] V2=(i2+i3) xR12+Vl - ** [0065] A voltage stabilizer 70 is a sink (Sink) type voltage 
source, and consists of one step of transistor amplifying circuit, and a buffer amplifier. In this voltage 
stabilizer 70, the feedback resistance R17 is provided so that output voltage VI may not be changed by 
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the load current 113. Unless input voltage Vin is changed, output voltage VI is kept constant by this 

resistance R17. And a voltage stabilizer 70 supplies FET2A and the gate bias voltage of 2B, and it is 

made to fill the operating voltage of the GaN system semiconductor laser 3. 

[0066] The output voltage VI of a voltage stabilizer 70 is expressed with following formula **. In 

addition, voltage between base emitters of a transistor Q12 is set to Vbel, it corresponds, respectively 

and the resistance of resistance R16, R17, and R18 is expressed as R16, R17, and R18. Moreover, input 

voltage VI fills following formula **. 

[0067] 

[Equation 4] 

Vl=(Vin-Vbel) x (1+R17/R18) -- ** [0068] 
[Equation 5] 

VK=(R17+R18) xVcc/(R16+R17+R18) ~ ** [0069] The resistance R12 for signal composition 
changes into voltage the sum (i2+i3) of the output current generated in the current switch (CSL) circuits 
61 and 62, and generates the control voltage V2 which superimposed the fixed voltage VI further. This 
control voltage V2 is expressed with following formula ** using upper formula ** and **. 
[0070] 
[Equation 6] 

V2=(i2+i3) xR12+(Vin-Vbel) x (1+R17/R18) 

— ** [0071] A source follower 4 drives the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 with voltage. The load 
current Io which flows into the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 is determined by the voltage-current 
property of the GaN system semiconductor laser 3, and FET2A and the voltage-drain current 
characteristic between the gate sources of 2B in direct current. This load current Io is expressed with 
following formula **. In addition, in formula **, Vo is the terminal voltage of the GaN system 
semiconductor laser 3, Vt is the threshold voltage (threshold voltage) of FET2A and 2B, and it is Idds. It 
is a drain saturation current. 
[0072] 
[Equation 7] 

Io=Idds x {1+ (V2-Vo)/Vt} 2 — ** [0073] In the power circuit 1, the constant current source which has 
a transistor Q15, and the saturation switching circuit which has a transistor Q16 are connected to push 
pull composition. And to load resistance R23, the outflow place of the fixed current 15 from a constant 
current source is controlled by the saturation switching circuit, and it is not passed [ pass fixed current 15 
or ] by it. The output voltage pinch off voltage of this power circuit 1 is decided by the current 123 
which flows to load resistance R23, and is expressed with following formula **. In addition, the voltage 
between base emitters of a transistor Q14 is expressed with Vbe2, and the resistance of load resistance 
R23 is expressed as R23. 
[0074] 

[Equation 8] pinch off voltage=I23xR23-Vbe2 - ** [0075] Thus, when a transistor Q16 is an ON state, 
current 123 will be set to 0 on 0 or a real target, and a transistor Q14 will be in an OFF state. 
Consequently, the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 will be in an OFF state completely. Moreover, 
when a transistor Q16 is an OFF state, current 123 is equal to the fixed collector current 15, and a 
transistor Q14 will be in an ON state, and it supplies the aforementioned output voltage pinch off 
voltage to a source follower 4. 

[0076] The source follower 4 has composition which carries out the voltage drive of the GaN system 
semiconductor laser 3, output resistance (output impedance) is small and its output capacitance is small 
to the grade which can be disregarded. Moreover, by using FET2A and 2B in parallel, output resistance 
is further made small and the high-speed drive is enabled also from this point. 
[0077] Moreover, since a source follower 4 can suppress a Miller effect, when the resistance of load 
resistance is large, it can suppress the delay of a pulse response. Furthermore, for example, when parallel 
connection of the capacitor is carried out to load resistance, current can be supplied to the capacity at 
load resistance, without carrying out ****** influence. Since the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 will 
serve as the composition that parallel connection of the capacitor was carried out to load resistance from 
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a viewpoint of an equal circuit if the inductance of lead wire is disregarded, it can supply current to the 
capacity of the capacitor concerned at load resistance, without carrying out ****** influence, can 
prevent that the output wave of a laser beam becomes blunt, and is enabling the high-speed drive also 
from this point. 

[0078] Gestalt drawing 3 of the 2nd operation is the rough block block diagram concerning this 
invention showing the semiconductor laser drive circuit of the gestalt of the 2nd operation. This 
semiconductor laser drive circuit 200 is the composition of having formed the detector 92 and the 
feedback circuit 8 to the semiconductor laser drive circuit 100 of drawing 1 . In addition, the same sign 
is given to the same component as the semiconductor laser drive circuit 100 of drawing 1 , and 
explanation of the same component is omitted suitably. 

[0079] The equal circuit with the rough interior of the control circuit 5 of drawing 3 is filled in, and the 
series connection of the source 6 of signal generation and the adjustable voltage source 7 of the drive 
control signal Sc is carried out. This control circuit 5 supplies the drive control signal Sc to a feedback 
circuit 8. 

[0080] It connects between a power circuit 1 and a source follower 4, and a detector 92 detects the 
current which flows into a source follower 4 from a power circuit 1, generates a detecting signal Sk, and 
supplies this detecting signal Sk to a feedback circuit 8. 

[0081] A feedback circuit 8 has an adder circuit 81 and an amplifying circuit 82. The drive control 
signal Sc and a detecting signal Sk are supplied, and an adder circuit 81 subtracts a detecting signal Sk 
from the drive control signal Sc, generates the addition signal S81, and supplies this addition signal S81 
to an amplifying circuit 82. An amplifying circuit 82 consists of an operational amplifier (operational 
amplifier), a transistor, FET, etc., amplifies the addition signal S81, generates the amplification signal 
Sg, and supplies it to a source follower 4 by making this amplification signal Sg into a gate input signal. 
[0082] In this semiconductor laser drive circuit 200, the feedback loop is formed of the detector 92, the 
feedback circuit 8, and the source follower 4. the current value which detected the current which flows 
into the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 in a source follower 4 by the detector 92, and detected it — a 
level conversion - and voltage conversion is carried out, a detecting signal Sk is generated, this 
detecting signal Sk is fed back, and operation of the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 is stabilized 
[0083] It is the composition of detecting the value of the inrush current of the GaN system 
semiconductor laser 3, and the aforementioned inrush current can be controlled by this semiconductor 
laser drive circuit 200, without being dependent on the voltage-current property of the GaN system 
semiconductor laser 3. Moreover, it is possible to control the frequency band to which a detector 92 and 
a feedback circuit 8 operate by setting up widely also about the case where pulse-like current (pulse 
current) flows into a source follower 4 from a power circuit 1 . 

[0084] Gestalt drawing 4 of the 3rd operation is the rough block block diagram concerning this 
invention showing the semiconductor laser drive circuit of the gestalt of the 3rd operation. This 
semiconductor laser drive circuit 300 is the composition of having removed the detector 92, and the 
power circuit 1 having considered as the composition which carries out current supply to a source 
follower 4 directly to the semiconductor laser drive circuit 200 of drawing 3 , and having formed the 
detector 93 further. In addition, the same sign is given to the same component as the semiconductor laser 
drive circuit 200 of drawing 3 , and explanation of the same component is omitted suitably. 
[0085] A detector 93 detects the radiant power output of the GaN system semiconductor laser 3, 
generates a detecting signal Sk, and supplies this detecting signal Sk to a feedback circuit 8. For 
example, a detector 93 branches the laser beam outputted from the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 
using a beam splitter, it receives the branched laser beam by the photo detector, changes it into an 
electrical signal, amplifies this electrical signal, and is taken as the aforementioned detecting signal Sk. 
[0086] The semiconductor laser drive circuit of the gestalt of the 4th operation, next the gestalt of the 
4th operation concerning this invention is explained. Drawing 5 - drawing 8 are the rough circuit 
diagrams concerning this invention showing the semiconductor laser drive circuit of the gestalt of the 
4th operation. 

[0087] Drawing 5 is a rough circuit diagram for explaining the principle of the semiconductor laser drive 
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circuit of the gestalt of the 4th operation. This semiconductor laser drive circuit 400 has a switching 
element 401, diode 402, the source 403 of a constant voltage, the GaN system semiconductor laser 3, 
and a current regulator circuit 410. 

[0088] A current regulator circuit 410 supplies fixed current 1410 to the GaN system semiconductor 
laser 3. In the semiconductor laser drive circuit 400, the series connection of a switching element 401, 
diode 402, and the source 403 of a constant voltage will be carried out, and a switching element 401 will 
be in an ON state or an OFF state with the drive control signal Sc. The source 403 of a constant voltage 
supplies fixed voltage to the GaN system semiconductor laser 3, when a switching element 401 is an ON 
state. 

[0089] In this semiconductor laser drive circuit 400, the direct current for bias is generated by the 
current regulator circuit 410, and a pulse voltage is generated using a switching element 401 at the time 
of a high-speed drive, it impresses this pulse voltage to the GaN system semiconductor laser 3, and is 
enabling the high-speed response. It is possible to drive the GaN system semiconductor laser 3, without 
being dependent on the voltage-current property of the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 at the time of 
a high-speed drive in the semiconductor laser drive circuit 400. In this case, equivalent resistance in case 
an alternating current small signal is inputted into the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 turns into 
current- feedback resistance. 

[0090] Drawing 6 is the circuit diagram of the suitable semiconductor laser drive circuit which 
materialized more the semiconductor laser drive circuit 400 of drawing 5 . This semiconductor laser 
drive circuit 460 has FET404, the source 405 of signal generation which generates the drive control 
signal Sc, the GaN system semiconductor laser 3, and a current regulator circuit 410. The switching 
element 401 and diode 402 in drawing 5 have composition included in FET404 which is an example of a 
low-power output impedance driver element. The GaN system semiconductor laser 3 is driven by the 
source follower. 

[0091] A current regulator circuit 410 has the emitter resistance 41 1 to which supply voltage Vcc is 
supplied, a transistor 412, and the adjustable voltage source 413. A transistor 412 is a pnp transistor. The 
emitter of a transistor 412 is connected to an emitter resistance 41 1, a collector is connected to the anode 
of the GaN system semiconductor laser 3, it connects with the adjustable voltage source 413, and the 
base generates the fixed collector current 1410. 

[0092] FET404 is the n channel field-effect transistor of an enhancement type, for example, GaAs-FET 
is used for it. Supply voltage Vcc is supplied to the drain of FET404, the gate is connected to the source 
405 of signal generation, and the source is connected to the anode of the GaN system semiconductor 
laser 3. The cathode of the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 is grounded. 

[0093] When FET404 is an ON state, driver voltage is supplied to the GaN system semiconductor laser 
3 from FET404, and the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 outputs a purple-blue color laser beam. 
When FET404 is an OFF state, driver voltage is not supplied to the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 
from FET404, the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 stops a radiant power output, or luminescence of 
the low-power output or the constant output based on a constant current 1410 is performed. 
[0094] Drawing 7 is the circuit diagram showing the modification of the semiconductor laser drive 
circuit 460 of drawing 6 . In addition, the same sign is given to the same component as the 
semiconductor laser drive circuit 460 of drawing 6 , and explanation of the same component is omitted 
suitably. This semiconductor laser drive circuit 470 is the composition of having formed resistance (the 
1st resistance element) 406 and the capacitor 407 to the aforementioned semiconductor laser drive 
circuit 460. The source of FET404 is grounded through resistance 406. Moreover, the source of FET404 
is connected to the anode of the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 through the capacitor 407. 
[0095] It is possible to be able to supply the high frequency component of a pulse voltage to the GaN 
system semiconductor laser 3 with a capacitor 407, to be able to intercept the low-frequency component 
of a pulse voltage, and to impress high-frequency voltage to the GaN system semiconductor laser 3 by 
having resistance 406 and a capacitor 407, at the time of a high-speed drive, when a pulse voltage is 
outputted from the source of FET404. 

[0096] Drawing 8 is the circuit diagram showing the modification of the semiconductor laser drive 
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circuit 470 of drawing 7 . In addition, the same sign is given to the same component as the 
semiconductor laser drive circuit 470 of drawing 7 , and explanation of the same component is omitted 
suitably. This semiconductor laser drive circuit 480 is the composition of having formed the inductors 
408, such as a choke coil, between a current regulator circuit 410 and the GaN system semiconductor 
laser 3 to the aforementioned semiconductor laser drive circuit 470. 

[0097] By having an inductor 408, when the output capacitance ( drawing 8 collector capacitance) of a 
current regulator circuit 410 has a size more than the junction capacitance of the GaN system 
semiconductor laser 3, it can prevent that the pulse current from a capacitor 407 flows into the output 
terminal of a current regulator circuit 410. In addition, between a current regulator circuit 410 and the 
GaN system semiconductor laser 3, it may replace with an inductor 408 and resistance (the 2nd 
resistance element) may be prepared, the series connection of the aforementioned resistance and the 
inductor 408 may be carried out, and they may be prepared. 

[0098] Moreover, it is good for the gate of FET404 also as composition which connects the 
aforementioned control circuit 5 and supplies the drive control signal Sc to the gate. While using a 
bipolar transistor as a low-power output impedance driver element, it may replace with a source follower 
4 and an emitter follower may be used. Moreover, the gestalt of the above-mentioned implementation is 
instantiation of this invention, and this invention is not limited to the gestalt of the above-mentioned 
implementation. 
[0099] 

[Effect of the Invention] In the 1st semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning this invention, since 
driver voltage is supplied to high resistance semiconductor laser through a low-power output impedance 
driver element, a power supply can be effectively supplied to high resistance semiconductor laser. 
Moreover, it is possible to be able to suppress a Miller effect by the low-power output impedance driver 
element, to make frequency of a drive control signal high, and to improve the drive speed of high 
resistance semiconductor laser. 

[0100] Furthermore, the signal level of a drive control signal can be changed to a multi-stage story, and 
the aforementioned control circuit can control the luminescence intensity of GaN system semiconductor 
laser by having the 1st and 2nd switching circuits and the synthetic circuit which compounds the output 
signal of the 1st and 2nd switching circuits, and generates the aforementioned drive control signal on a 
multi-stage story. 

[0101] In the 2nd semiconductor laser drive circuit concerning this invention, since driver voltage is 
supplied to high resistance semiconductor laser through a low-power output impedance driver element, a 
power supply can be effectively supplied to high resistance semiconductor laser. Moreover, it is possible 
to be able to suppress a Miller effect by the low-power output impedance driver element, to make 
frequency of a drive control signal high, and to improve the drive speed of high resistance 
semiconductor laser. Moreover, it is possible to be able to set up the operating point of high resistance 
semiconductor laser, and to set up the laser beam intensity at the time of the usual output of high 
resistance semiconductor laser by the current regulator circuit connected to high resistance 
semiconductor laser. 

[0102] Moreover, it is possible to be able to supply a high frequency component to high resistance 
semiconductor laser among the output voltage of a low-power output impedance driver element, to be 
able to intercept a low-frequency component, and to change the luminescence intensity of GaN system 
semiconductor laser in the shape of a pulse by connecting a low-power output impedance driver element 
and high resistance semiconductor laser through a capacitor. 



[Translation done.] 
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* NOTICES * 

Japan Patent Office is not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 .This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2 **** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 
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